k
c
a
r
F
The No
“We’re citizens, not subjects.”

F

R

E

E

Autumn 2011
Volume 1, Number 1

Almanac

3 QUESTIONS
ABOUT FRACKING
1
If fracking is essential to America’s energy independence, why
aren’t the frackers required to
sell their gas in this country?

2
3

If fracking is safe for the
environment, why did it need
exemptions from the Clean Air
and Clean Water acts?
If fracking is safe for human
health, why is it being banned
in the New York City and
Syracuse Watersheds?

Liz Alderson, Seneca Lake

Could you bear to lose this?
Our Statement of Purpose

The Finger Lakes and surrounding areas are being opened up for natural gas extraction through a process of hydraulic fracturing or “fracking.” Our area is also being
targeted as a site for massive gas storage facilities. Many of us who live here think
these industries are dangerous and will destroy our beloved countryside. We are
trying to stop these projects, but it is an unequal struggle. The gas companies have
spent literally hundreds of millions of dollars on lobbying and advertising to promote their plans. No one in the opposition has that kind of money, but we do have
something the fracking companies don’t have, and that’s millions of people who love
our area just the way it is. In The No Frack Almanac we will tell our side of the story,
the side that’s not advertised in 60-second commercials on TV. We hope we can tell
you enough to make you want to find out more and, ultimately, to help keep our area
from being destroyed.

2 things you can do...
1
2
Call the Town of Reading Town
Clerk at 607-535-7459 x100 and
register your objection to using the
Finger Lakes for a gas storage hub.

POB 237, Hector, NY 14841
855-UNFRACK
(855-863-7225)
nofrackalmanac@yahoo.com

Call Governor Cuomo’s office at
518-474-8390 and urge him to
reverse himself and not allow
fracking anywhere in New York
State.
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THREE WOMEN
OF PENNSYLVANIA

VERA SCROGGINS, Silver Lake Township, PA
text by Jeremy Weir Alderson
photos by Liz Alderson

Fracking is already well under way in Pennsylvania, and Vera – a homemaker, grandmother and organizer
with Citizens for Clean Water, a local group – was our guide to fracking sites in the northeastern part of
the state. The first thing we learned from her was that the most threatening dimension of the fracking
industry can’t be measured in miles, dollars or political support. It can only be measured in terms of time.
“They started in the southwest corner of our county in 2008,” she explains, “and they’re still going at it. It is
an immense project. It is taking years, and the footprint is expanding week by week, more pipelines, more
compressor stations, more sites,
endless.”
We could see for ourselves that fracking
isn’t just about drilling and drill sites.
There are tank farms, impoundment
ponds, pipeline yards, and many, many
depots for water tankers. The fracking
process can require millions of gallons
of water per day, all of it laced with a
toxic cocktail of unknown chemicals
with unknown long-term effects.
The gas is carried from the wells via
pipelines. One pipeline can easily be a
mile long, and laying it entails, essentially, cutting through the landscape like
taking a razor through a head of hair.

That’s Vera standing near the pipe.

The pipelines feed into larger pipelines and then still larger ones. The landscape gets slashed by access roads too, and sometimes the roads
and pipelines run together.
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The pipelines need to be pressurized, so compressor stations are built. When we visited
this one...

A white SUV blocked our car so we couldn’t leave. Vera says the frackers usually drive white cars, and we
saw a lot of them. The driver of this one said his name was Paul. Part of our conversation went like this:
ME: I’m told that there are emissions that come out of these stacks here?
PAUL: I’m not going to comment on that.
ME: How often do you have safety inspectors coming up here?
PAUL: Quite frequently. I myself am a health and safety inspector.
ME: No, I meant from the state or from the Federal government or anybody else.
PAUL: I’m not going to comment on the Federal government’s practices.
ME: Can you comment on how often external safety inspectors come along here?
PAUL: Not at the moment. That’s enough.
ME: Have you ever had a legal opinion about blocking people as if you’re making an arrest when you don’t have legal authority to make an arrest?
A: I’m not making an arrest. Here’s my cell phone number. I will be happy to provide you with a PR person, if you call my number.
At this point, Paul turned and left, leaving us free to depart as well.
On the topic of emissions, Vera says they’re a
cause for concern. “They have condensate or
brine tanks for every well and they also have production units which have stacks. They can possibly emit benzene, methane, and VOCs [Volatile
Organic Compounds].”

According to Vera, the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) has
found the emissions at these various facilities
to be within Federal standards, but “they have
not done a cumulative study. What happens
when you have hundreds and thousands of
wells and it’s all going into the atmosphere
we’re breathing?”
Vera took us to see a drill rig.

The site supervisor, who was from Mississippi,
assured us that half the crew was composed of
local men, but when he conferred with a foreman about it, they could only think of two. At
other sites, we talked with supervisors from West
Virginia and Texas. We didn’t meet one from
Pennsylvania.
For our last stop, Vera took us to a newer site
where they were flaring off gas.

“The house next door” to the flaring, Vera says, “just got sold two weeks ago. An
elderly couple owned it. They were from Long Island, now they’re back in Long
Island. They couldn’t take it anymore. They’d been here about 15 years, and the
months of drilling, fracking, all the noise, vibration, dust, traffic, they could hardly
sleep. She would go to other places to sleep. She would go and sleep in the parking
lot of the high school in Montrose. So they had to sell their home, which they hated
to do. They loved this place, but it has now become an industrial zone.”
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JEAN CARTER, DIMOCK, PA
text by Jeremy Weir Alderson
photos by Liz Alderson

Jean Carter worked in manufacturing for 31 years at Allied Signal. She and her husband, Ronnie, have lived their entire lives in the area and
met at a local church. “It’s kind of a nice little story,” she says. When asked if she’s an habitual troublemaker, she laughs, “No, not hardly.”
But she also says she regrets opening their 75 acres to Cabot, one of the fracking companies. “If we had known what it entailed, we wouldn’t
have signed a lease. They’re very slick talkers. We realize that now.” Ironically, no well was ever drilled on their land. Instead, a well was
drilled on their neighbor’s property, just 300 feet away from their house, but far from the neighbor’s residence. Jean thinks this is a common
practice. “That way the guy that leased it can’t holler about it, because his water is still okay.”
As is standard, the well was drilled first vertically
before being “fracked” horizontally. Jean had
problems after both phases. “They told me not
to worry about our water, because they’d take
precautions, and they’d take a water sample before,
and they’d take a water sample after they drilled.
They did take a test before, and our water was fine,
absolutely nothing in it.”
Their water didn’t stay fine. “Our water went
bad right after they drilled.” She talked with a
representative of the company, but according to
Jean, “He said, ‘We didn’t cause that problem,’ and
I said, ‘That’s strange. We’ve been here for over 40some years, we know how to take care of our septic
system, we’ve never had this before, and right after
you drill this is what happens.’ And he said, ‘Well,
you would have to prove that that’s our fault.’”
Unable to get Cabot to pay to clean up their
well, Jean and her husband bought two water purification systems. “We had to get two,” she explains,
“because my daughter-in-law next door is on the
same well as we are. It was over $7000. We had to

feeling well, and the doctor didn’t know what my
problem was.” Then a neighbor’s well exploded.
“It had a concrete slab on it which blew off and
broke it all apart. When that happened, they came
to homes all along here and checked to see how
everybody was.”
Jean had methane in her well and also in her
house, because the gas came into the house every
time the water was turned on. At first, according
to Jean, Cabot said the methane levels weren’t too
high, but they continued to rise. “Duke University
was here,” Jean reports, “and they couldn’t even get
a reading. The needle or whatever gauge they used
went all the way up to the top and surpassed it.”
“[Cabot] still will not admit that they caused
any problems,” Jean says, but without admitting
responsibility Cabot put an emissions venting
stack over the well. Walking up to it, one can hear
the gas rushing out forcefully, as if someone had
submerged a propane line and opened it up. Jean’s
water well was disconnected, because the expensive filtration system she had installed couldn’t
remove the methane, and the
company provided her with a
“Our water went bad right after they drilled.” She “Water Buffalo,” an outdoor
tank that’s regularly filled
talked with a representative of the company, but
with non-potable water. Jean
describes it as “stinky.” Cabot
according to Jean, “He said, ‘We didn’t cause that
also provides Jean with bottled
problem,’ and I said, ‘That’s strange. We’ve been
water for drinking.
“After they shut our water
here for over 40-some years...”
well down and they started
to bring us water,” Jean says,
borrow the money, because we didn’t have money.
“I began to feel better. I said to Ronnie one day,
My husband’s been disabled since 1991, so for a lot
‘You notice, I haven’t been having those headaches
of years it was just me working.”
I had all the time.’” Unfortunately, her problems
The purifiers turned out to be a bad investweren’t over.
ment, because by the time they were installed the
Referring to the facility on her neighbor’s
property, Jean says, “Vapor comes out of them all
well had been fracked, and Jean says, “I didn’t feel
good all through that period of time. I was havthe time. We’ve had people come here and set on
ing lots of headaches and sore throats and just not
our porch and get sick.” The press has visited her
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house, but she says, Cabot “used to know when
people were coming here, and mysteriously they
would shut this off and the vapors wouldn’t be
coming out. You’d see them drive in, shut it off,
and after the news media leave, turn it back on.”
Jean has had enough. “I can’t stand living like
this. Our water was always so cold and good. People used to remark about how good it was. Now
the air quality isn’t great, and I will never drink
that water again. I believe we’re going to have to
wind up moving. I just can’t see staying here and
living like this. We’re 72 years old. We can’t handle
these kind of situations. It’s too much of a hardship. There’s just no way.”

The methane in Jean’s well is now released into the
atmosphere.

“...So I think when they [the farmers] signed, they really believed what they were told, and the industry is so new,
nobody knew. And now, every farmer I’ve talked to that has leased is worried to death about what’s going to happen to their land.”

BARBARA CLIFFORD, montrose, PA
text by Jeremy Weir Alderson
photos by Liz Alderson

If you ask Barbara Clifford why she hasn’t leased her 200 acres to a
fracking company when she could rake in well over a million dollars,
she says, “We’re about seven generations here. I’m 76, and all my life
I’ve spent protecting and maintaining this place for future generations.
I also can’t think of anywhere else I’d want to go. Even the gas people
come here and say, ‘this is the most beautiful place I’ve ever been.’”
But Barbara defends the people she knows who have signed leases. “I don’t blame the
farmers. They didn’t have the income to keep their land, so they were almost forced
to lease. People around here are honest people and they expect other people to be
honest too. So I think when they signed, they really believed what they were told, and
the industry is so new, nobody knew. And now, every farmer I’ve talked to that has
leased is worried to death about what’s going to happen to their land.”
Barbara has worries too. For one thing, her grandson and his wife live in a house
on another part of her property. “The house is on a hill and it’s on a main artery to
where the pads are, and the big tankers go through there like ants sometimes. It’s just
awful. I can hear it here in my house across the field, it just carries, and they are right
on the road. The trucks come down the hill using their jake brakes [a kind of speed
retarder] and it’s just a racket. My grandson and his wife can’t sleep.”
Barbara also has worries about her community. “An artist who started the art
studio tour here years ago had a gorgeous homestead with woodlands all around,
beautiful gardens. They cut down all the trees so that she had to see and hear all that
industry, and she left for Vermont. We’re losing the good people we’ve been attracting for decades.”

If you want to
learn more, watch
the documentary,

IT’S A WACKY-FRACKY
WORLD!

• Did you know that in March, the
Canadian Province of Quebec voted to ban fracking?

• Is it something about the French? In May, the French
Parliament voted to ban all commercial fracking. This was a
center-right proposal. The French Socialists voted against it,
because the bill still allowed fracking for scientific purposes.
• What are “advertising standards?” In July, the Advertising Standards Authority of South Africa ordered Shell to
remove “unsubstantiated and misleading” claims from its
advertising, including the claim that “fracking has been
responsibly used tens of thousands of times for decades” in
the United States.

“Gasland”
or visit:

gasfreeseneca.com
shaleshock.org
catskillmountainkeeper.org
waterdefense.org

PIONEER PRINTING
environmentally-friendly, local printer
large selection of recycled papers
soy-based ink • affordable color copies
Lodi • (607) 582-6666

• Believe it or not, the rising opposition to Fracking in New
Zealand (aka “The Shaky Isles”) cites concerns that fracking
causes earthquakes!
• Double believe it or not, at the end of May, the United
Kingdom’s only fracking operation was shut down after two
1.5 magnitude tremors occurred in its area of operation.
• Will the last fracker please turn out the lights? In July,
a study by the European Union questioned whether fracking
should be “allowed” in the EU at all!
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We leave it to our readers to decide whether these six
Pennsylvania signs tell a story.
These first three signs are part of the process before fracking. We were particularly interested to note that, in point 4 of
their warning, Chief Oil and Gas, LLC claims the right to drug test anyone who so much as visits their site.

SIGNS of the times
These next three signs represent people’s reactions after fracking. Tom Corbett is Pennsylvania’s governor. If he’s guilty as
charged, we suspect he’s not alone.
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Inergy LPG storage project
should NOT be allowed
By Gas Free Seneca

A proposal by the Kansas-City, Missouri based Inergy Corporation to
store millions of gallons of liquid propane gas and natural gas from
hydrofracking operations in salt caverns near Seneca Lake is being
opposed by thousands of area residents and a coalition of 126 area
businesses under an umbrella group called Gas Free Seneca.
The company bought the former U.S. Salt land in the Town of Reading several years ago to turn the
576-acre site into an industrial facility, making it the premier regional underground storage site for
LPG and a natural gas depot for the entire Northeastern United States.
While company officials claim innocently the project is just business as usual, (because some small
amounts of propane have been stored there in the past), it is anything but.
Inergy says it will spend $40 million to build a six-car railroad siding, a 91-million gallon brine
pond, and erect above-ground storage tanks and buildings, among many other industrial construction projects on site.
It might provide 8-10 jobs, the company says.
Gas Free Seneca – in documents, presentations, letters and pleas to local officials and the state
Department of Environmental Conservation – has said repeatedly that this proposal does not fit
in with the burgeoning tourist and wine industries of the area and, in fact, is likely to impact them
negatively.

And it is dangerous, too.
The 14-acre, uncovered brine pond – lined with plastic to keep the extremely salty water
impounded on the side of a hill – poses a threat to the area’s water supply. In the event that the 91
million gallons (or a smaller amount) somehow reached Seneca Lake, that very salty water (many
times saltier than the ocean) could stop Watkins Glen from providing clean water to residents.
In recent weeks, the earthquake that shook the Northeast and the effects locally of an Atlantic hurricane have shown just how dangerous the brine pond potentially is. A breach in the bottom would
send water into the soil, sterilizing it. A hurricane could whip the water over the banks, sending it
cascading downhill or wash the earth berm out like entire hillsides in Vermont from Hurricane Lee
just recently.
Inergy spokesmen have repeatedly said that there is no danger of pollution from the brine pond,
or of explosions or fires from the propane, because the plant is engineered so well, it is too big to fail.
Apparently, the designers somehow missed news of British Petroleum’s runaway oil well in the
Gulf of Mexico and the ongoing nightmare in coastal Japan where radioactive water is creating an
environmental nightmare, Radioactive water is even reaching the Pacific Coast fisheries of the United
States.
In the event of a fire or accident, local fire departments would be called in – departments not
professionally equipped to deal with a LPG conflagration. And the costs of dealing with a railroad-car
fire, like the one that struck Roseville, Calif., in August, is staggering. Officials there say Roseville is on
the hook for more than $500,000 in cleanup costs.
Beyond safety issues, GFS is also concerned about the increase in truck traffic of 60 round trips
per day through Watkins Glen and other communities.
And as the facility increases its operations – and it has the ability to run 24-hours per day if the
company wants – those trucks and the associated noise on site from compressors, drilling and a
60-foot gas flare visible for many miles – will only increase.
Gas Free Seneca is asking the DEC to require the company to hire an objective consulting firm to
do a Qualitative Risk Assessment. A QRA would look at the various risk factors and report back on
probabilities.

www.hectorwinecompany.com

specializing in graphic design
and marketing since 1999

westhillgraphics.com
newsletters | brochures | reports | logos | books | promos | and more

Remember!

No responsible authority warned the
people living in the Gulf of Mexico, the
Prince William Sound, Love Canal, Three
Mile Island, Chernobyl, Bhopal, Minamata
or Fukishma that they were in danger. No
responsible authority warned the people
living near countless other less well
known industrial accidents and spills,
including those in the gas industry. No
responsible authority will warn us either.
We have to figure it out for ourselves.

Help us fight the
gas companies.
Advertise here in the next issue.
855-UNFRACK • (855-863-7225)
nofrackalmanac@yahoo.com
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A Trip To
Ginny and Verne’s

1 We met Ginny and Verne in front of their home, which is situated one tenth
of a mile from a railroad overpass across Rt. 329, just a few miles from Watkins
Glen. Ginny is a retired medical technician and Verne is retired from a career in
the accounting department of Cornell.

As part of the onrushing industrialization of the Finger Lakes,
Inergy, a company out of Kansas City, is moving full-speed ahead
with plans to “build an integrated gas storage and transportation
hub” in our area. This project is slated to move forward whether
New York is fracked or not, and there is plenty to worry about in
Inergy’s announced plans. It would appear that Inergy wants to
move gas in and/or out of the salt wells by pipeline, truck and train.
The trains will have to travel over track in questionable condition,
including the trestle spanning the Watkins Glen Gorge. Ginny and
Verne don’t live near that trestle. They just live near one little overpass.

2 Ginny and Verne are concerned that their lives will be in danger if railroad
cars carrying propane make regular trips across the overpass. As Ginny puts it,
“All it’s going to do is roll off there and go boom.”
3 The foundations of the overpass, which was built in 1902, are severely
eroded. Ginny says, “We won’t go under it if there’s a train going by.”

4 The erosion isn’t surprising, given that, according to Ginny, the drains don’t work and it floods
“every time we get a prolonged rain.”

5 Verne demonstrates that he can stick his arm up
past his elbow into one of the eroded sections.

7 Verne points out that the erosion isn’t just at the base.
“We’ve got to have gas and we’ve got to have oil,” he acknowledges, “but you’ve got to do it safely, and this isn’t safe from
what I can see. I just don’t see how it’s safe.”
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6 One of the upper girders is badly bent. Verne
says, “it’s been hit by trucks, campers, backhoes
and sundry other pieces of equipment. They try to
get under, but it’s a very low bridge, and they don’t
fit.” He thinks this particular dent was made by an
excavator.

As we were leaving Ginny and Verne, we ran into a maintenance worker for the
New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation, who was
removing dumpsters from a nearby campground. When we asked him if there
was any work going on to repair or preserve the overpass, he answered, “Not that I
know of.”
Ginny says that they wrote to the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation about the overpass and got back “a canned letter” saying “they
would keep our concerns on file.” They also contacted Schuyler County Legislator
Phil Barnes, as did another neighbor. Barnes contacted State Sen. Tom O’Mara and
Congressman Tom Reed. “Late last winter,” he says, “I was copied on letters that
they each wrote to the railroad authority to have them look at that bridge. That’s
the last I’ve heard of it.”
In preparing this article, we contacted Barry Cigich, vice-president for operations and engineering for InergyMidstream, the division of Inergy that will operate the projected gas storage facility in the Finger Lakes. We
asked Mr Cigich how Inergy assessed the condition of the track. Mr. Cigich did not respond to our query.

