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Is this the face of the gas boom?
a special report

3 QUESTIONS
ABOUT FRACKING
1
If fracking is essential to America’s energy independence, why
aren’t the frackers required to
sell their gas in this country?

2
3

If fracking is safe for the
environment, why did it need
exemptions from the Clean Air
and Clean Water acts?
If fracking is safe for human
health, why is it being banned
in the New York City and
Syracuse watersheds?

Our Statement of Purpose
The Finger Lakes and surrounding areas are being opened up for natural gas extraction through a process of hydraulic fracturing, or “fracking.” Our area is also being
targeted as a site for massive gas storage facilities. Many of us who live here think
these industries are dangerous and will destroy our beloved countryside. We are
trying to stop these projects, but it is an unequal struggle. The gas companies have
spent literally hundreds of millions of dollars on lobbying and advertising to promote their plans. No one in the opposition has that kind of money, but we do have
something the fracking companies don’t have, and that’s millions of people who love
our area just the way it is. In The No Frack Almanac we will tell our side of the story,
the side that’s not advertised in 60-second commercials on TV. We hope we can tell
you enough to make you want to find out more and, ultimately, to help keep our area
from being destroyed.

2 things you can do...
1
2
Tell Governor Cuomo you don’t want
fracking in New York State.
Write to:
The Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo
Governor of New York State
NYS Capitol Building
Albany, NY 12224
Or call him & leave a message at 518-474-8390

POB 237, Hector, NY 14841
855-UNFRACK
(855-863-7225)
nofrackalmanac@yahoo.com

Write to the Schuyler County
Legislature at
legislature@co.schuyler.ny.us
Tell them that, since you don’t want fracking
in New York State, you don’t like their plan to
fill the Schuyler County Business Park with
fracking-related companies.
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—From the pro-fracking website, energyfromshale.org

“In towns across America, like Williamsport, PA, people are
experiencing the benefits of shale energy. New Jobs. Renewed hope.”

What We Found in
Williamsport

A SPECIAL REPORT
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This is the second in a series of reports on conditions in Pennsylvania, where fracking is already in full swing. It is our
hope that New Yorkers will learn from Pennsylvania’s experience.

We had heard rumors that the influx of out-of-state gas workers into

Pennsylvania was pushing up rents and pushing people of modest means into outright poverty
or even homelessness. To see if there was anything to it, we began making calls to social service
agencies around the state. By coincidence, the morning we made our first call to Williamsport, the
Williamsport Sun-Gazette ran the headline, “Homelessness Here Growing Exponentially.” Thanks
to the gas boom, Williamsport, the county seat of Lycoming County, is also Pennsylvania’s fastest
growing city, so we decided to go there. The story we found there, though, turned out to be bigger
than the one we were looking for.
Driving to Williamsport was the easy part. It is a lovely
little city, set in the Susquehana River Valley, a valley whose
beauty is not diminished by the occasional gas industry
billboard.

At the same time, a display of period clothing in the
local museum shows that Williamsport has not escaped the
convulsions and growing pains of our republic.

Yes, that’s a Klan outfit.
At one place where we parked our car, we struck up a
conversation with a gentleman by the name of Ted Shelley.

The view south of Williamsport

As we drove about town, it struck us as being very allAmerican.

He told us he owned about 20 rental properties with
prices ranging from $550 to $1200 a month. “Other people
are getting a lot more,” he said. “I think they’re gouging, but
I haven’t been.” Asked whether gas industry workers made
good tenants he said, “You have a few bad apples in anything,
but yes, they’ve been good.”
By the time we got to our first appointment, a lot had
already gone wrong. It was supposed to have been at the
Saving Grace Shelter, a new facility operated by American
Rescue Workers in conjunction with the Lycoming County
United Way and the Lycoming County Housing Alliance.
That’s the shelter, which, according to the Sun-Gazette, was
specifically opened to combat “the rising homelessness rate
among families” in Williamsport.
continued on page 3

The Saving Grace Shelter

continued from page 2

The appointment was to have been made by a
woman, who shall remain nameless, who works for
a Lycoming County agency, which also shall remain
nameless. She gave me the figures for homeless
“households” in Williamsport, a figure that mostly
includes families, some with single parents. The
figures aren’t all inclusive, since not every agency
contributes to the tracking report, and many
homeless people choose not to work with an agency
at all. Be that as it may, the number of homeless
households in Lycoming County had been declining,
then it jumped, when the impact of the gas boom
began to be felt. Sixty-nine homeless households
were recorded in the fiscal year ending June 30,
2010, but that number rose to 457 (representing
644 adults and 380 children) in the fiscal year
ending June 30, 2011. The numbers are continuing
to rise at a pace that could see the total more than
double in the current fiscal year. I had interviewed
this woman in advance by phone, and everything
seemed fine, but a few days later, I received an e-mail
from her saying:
“Thank you for the website to review your
publication…since I work for […], I can’t be a focus
in your article as we must stay out of controversial
issues. It is imperative that we raise funds to meet
the needs of our community which include the
homeless so I am sure you understand that we can’t
do anything that might cause us to lose donors.
You can use the figures I gave you and I will let the
shelter know when you are coming. But I can’t have
a photo and I prefer not being quoted.”
The No Frack Almanac reserves the right to
publish the details and content of any interview
that was freely given, but we will not do so in this
case, because we believe her silence speaks louder
than anything she actually said. And she wasn’t
kidding about donors. Her organization’s website
posts the total received to date in its annual fund
drive. Under the heading, “Recognizing Corporate
Support, Building A Strong Foundation,” it also lists
the biggest corporate contributors, giving just the
range, not the exact amount, of their contributions.
At the time of our visit, nine large donors from
energy-related companies and two from banks

(which, presumably, have profited from the gas
boom) accounted for roughly one-third to onehalf of her organization’s total donations, and that
doesn’t include any unidentified smaller donations
they may have received from the gas industry and its
partners.
Of course, these gas-industry-related donations
can be understood in two radically different ways.
If the industry makes contributions in the spirit
of giving back to the community, it is laudable,
but if the industry makes contributions to shut up
potential critics, it is contemptible. Either way, the
effect is the same. The money helps some people
and buys the silence of others.
What was particularly odd about this woman’s
retraction of her interview was that she had
been quoted in the Sun-Gazette as saying, “It’s
incredible…the number of calls to my office has
definitely increased” and that she was hearing from
“people who just last year never imagined they
would be where they are today.” These statements
are not altogether dissimilar to some of the ones
she didn’t want us to print, the difference being, of
course, that the Sun-Gazette isn’t against fracking.
In fact, the Sun-Gazette, which surely has its own
financial stake in the gas boom, has editorialized
that Lycoming County’s unemployment rate is “on
the lower side of the state’s jobless range…” and
that the gas industry’s continued presence “will
probably ensure a favorable unemployment rate for
the foreseeable future. It is fine to closely monitor
the environmental impact of the industry and there
are legitimate concerns about its impact on local
housing. But while we are exercising concerns for
those gas industry stumbling blocks, we should not
lose sight of the industry’s broad-based impact on
the area’s unemployment picture.”
By the way, I called the Sun-Gazette and had
a nice chat with the reporter who has covered
Williamsport’s housing crisis. I asked if I could
interview him, and he said I should contact his
editor. I e-mailed his editor and got no response,
so I followed-up with a phone call. When I reached
her, she sounded angry and told me I had waited
until too late to contact them, that no one there

would be available to talk with me on either day of
our visit, and that I should have cleared it with their
publisher. So I called the publisher to see if it would
even be possible to do a phone interview at a later
date, but he didn’t respond to either of my messages.
I never got an appointment at the shelter either,
so I left a message with another organization
through whose good offices we hoped to gain access
to it. I got back a call from a woman who said that
she had been instructed by her superiors not to be
in the article. She also said she could not allow us
access to the facility, meaning that the residents
there (whose poverty should not diminish their
rights as citizens) would be denied the opportunity
to speak about their situation.
I must digress here to give a bit of personal
biography. I wrote my first article on homelessness
in 1988. In 1996, on my then weekly radio show, I
regularly covered the plight of Atlanta’s homeless
as they were swept out of their safe havens before
the Olympics. In 1998, I founded The Homelessness
Marathon, a national overnight live radio broadcast
which originates from a different city each year.
This year, our 14th broadcast was on well over
100 radio stations across the country, and our
spin-off, the Canadian Homelessness Marathon, was
on around 30 – 40 stations in Canada. For about
eight years, I also wrote a column that appeared
in homeless papers in Oregon, New York City, Los
Angeles, the Boston/Cambridge area and elsewhere.
This all means little in terms of fracking, but it
means a great deal in terms of dealing with homeless
service providers. I’ve been around this block a
time or two, and I can say with authority that the
situation in Williamsport is aberrational. Homeless
providers are universally underfunded, overworked,
and rightly convinced that the public doesn’t
understand what they’re facing. They want their
stories told. In more than twenty years on this beat,
I’ve never encountered anything even remotely like
what we experienced in Williamsport.
Fortunately, I knew that the local homelessness
story could be approached from another
direction. The Department of Education keeps
a separate accounting of homelessness from the
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Instances of
We aren’t the only ones who ever had difficulties with the climate
created by the gas companies and their supporters. These are excerpts
from a talk given by Dr. Simona L. Perry, summarizing her research in
Bradford County, Pennsylvania, which borders Lycoming County:
“By the summer of 2010, the broader social changes I was witnessing, and the psychological and sociocultural impacts I was documenting were parallel in many ways to the
individual traumas experienced by survivors of abusive relationships and to the collective
trauma described in communities impacted by environmental and human-caused disasters...
Following environmental changes or specific events related to the gas industry, there has
been anger, blaming and arguing, by both local residents and the gas industry, which has
been followed by verbal and emotional abuse, threats, intimidation by the gas industry and
vocal supporters of the industry. After it is revealed by the Department of Environmental
Protection* or others that these changes or events have a possible connection to the gas
industry, there are always apologies, there are excuses, blaming, denial, and the downplaying of the impacts of the events. And it’s by the industry and other supporters and contractors, including local newspapers and experts hired by the industry. This is then sometimes
followed by contributions of money by the gas industry... There is no doubt in my mind that
abuse on a massive scale is occurring within Bradford County and other places where the
gas industry is operating.”
*The Department of Environmental Protection is Pennsylvania’s equivalent to New York’s Department of Environmental
Conservation

continued on page 4
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From the May 30, 2011 edition of the Pittsburgh Post Gazette:

Controversies over Marcellus Shale drilling have shaken up the
airwaves in Fayette County. A longtime conservative radio host on
WMBS in Uniontown claims he was fired last month over views aired
on his show that criticized the health and environmental impact of gas
drilling in the area.
Robert Foltz, host of the show “Let’s Talk” for 10 years, said he was
terminated on April 20, after a guest on his show, Dan Bailey, president
of the board of directors of the Carmichaels Municipal Authority, said
that bromine, a byproduct of natural gas drilling, had contaminated the
area’s public water supply.
The station’s general manager, Brian Mroziak, at first declined to comment on the reasons for Mr. Foltz’s departure… “The natural gas stuff
had absolutely nothing to do with Bob being let go,’ he [later] said.
The station is one of the few sources of local information in rural
Fayette County where… 35 percent of the county’s families could be
categorized as ‘economically distressed…’
continued on page 4
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one maintained by the Department of Housing
and Urban Development, and the Education
Department’s definition of homelessness is
broader, including, for instance, families that are
doubled up with friends or relatives, even though
they have a roof over their heads. Those families
often have to move from place to place, so as not
to overburden their hosts, and this can cause
educational disruptions if children have to change
school districts or have to be bussed long distances
or if they haven’t had enough sleep or enough to eat.
I figured that whatever was keeping people from
talking to us wouldn’t have reached the education
system yet, and I was right. I was able to get an
appointment on short notice at the Williamsport
Area School District:

A gentleman responsible for knowing about
homeless students talked with us. He gave us an
idea of the number of homeless students in the
Williamsport system and how their numbers had
changed over the past several years. We discussed
whether any of the children were malnourished or
experiencing learning difficulties. He told us what
provisions were being made for homeless students,
discoursed some about how his responsibilities were
defined, and suggested we contact his superior, to

Instances of Intimidation...

get a broader view of the problem in Pennsylvania.
Then, after we left, he sent me an e-mail that read:
“With due consideration of our conversation
today I must rescind permission to use my
comments. The school district must serve all
those involved without prejudice, and given the
contentious nature of the subject, the potential
for misinterpretation of an individual district’s
information is too great. I again encourage you
to contact Jeff Zimmerman, Regional Homeless
Coordinator, whose perspective is not limited
to one community or school system, and whose
information is broader and thus more reflective of
the full range of …homeless issues.”
It sure sounded like he was saying that knowing
how much homelessness in his district had been
caused by fracking would “prejudice” people against
the frackers, but was he suggesting that popular
anger would be taken out on the “frackers’” children
in school? Certainly we had had no inkling that
there might be such a problem when we spoke
with him. And what did he mean by “the potential
for misinterpretation of an individual district’s
information is too great?” Was he saying that, if his
numbers weren’t watered down by numbers from
other districts with less fracking, it might be too
obvious how much of Williamsport’s problem the
frackers have caused?
Then again, maybe I totally misunderstood him,
but that’s one of the problems when people clam
up. You’re left reading tea leaves. So I called Jeff
Zimmerman, the regional coordinator, who told
me I would have to talk with the state coordinator.
The state coordinator told me I should talk with the
education department’s press office. The press office
referred me to their website, where there are figures
posted on homeless children in the schools during
the 2009-2010 school year. That’s the only year for
which the state posts figures, so from that there is no
way to track the direction in which the numbers are
moving. And since the state also lists these numbers
solely by region and does not break them down
(or, as they say “dis-aggregate” them) by locales, the
state data couldn’t tell us anything about homeless
students in Williamsport.
By contrast, I can tell you that the number of
homeless students in the Akron-Canton, Ohio
school system has risen 60% since 2005; the Central
Valley School District near Spokane has seen a 45%

rise in homeless students since just last year; and the
San Diego school system has seen a 74% rise in three
years. All of this has been published in mainstream
newspapers.
Apparently, you just can’t publish these kinds of
statistics in a newspaper that might hold fracking
responsible for contributing to the problem, but
don’t the people of New York have a right to know
what might happen if fracking comes to our state?
We think so, so even though we won’t quote exactly
what we were told (and our interviewee only gave us
approximate figures anyway), we feel we must state
that the numbers we were given for Williamsport are
much, much worse than anything listed above.
Blaming the gas industry for the entire problem
would not be correct, though. The number of
homeless students is rising across America because
of cutbacks in services and the economic downturn,
among other factors, and there are additional
complexities in Williamsport. To learn more, we
headed for our next appointment, at Lycoming
College, with Drs. Jonathan Williamson and Bonita
Kolb, co-chairs of the Center for the Study of
Community and the Economy. They had recently
continued on page 5

Jonathan Williamson, PhD, Chair Dept. of Political
Science, Lycoming College; Bonita Kolb, PhD,
Associate Professor of Business, Lycoming College.

continued from page 3
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We got this message from Terri
Telasco, CMA, president of Ban
Fracking New Brunswick
(Canada).
We moved to New Brunswick in 2009
from southern Ontario. We chose New
Brunswick because it wasn’t industrialized, it wasn’t heavily populated, and it
had everything a person needs to live off
the land… We are developing a sustainable natural farm that does not require
chemicals, heavy machinery, or endless
hours of work to maintain.
4 | The No Frack Almanac | Winter 2012
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Just a month before Mr. Foltz’s hosting
ended, the station began airing a weekly,
two-hour show called “Natural Gas Matters” on Fridays, in the slot following the
show Mr. Foltz used to host… It’s major
sponsors are McDonald Land Services,
which surveys land for drilling companies,
and National Brokerage, a financial services firm that helps landowners manage
leases.
The show’s hosts ‘talk about the
positive impact of natural gas, the jobs it
creates,’ Mr. Mroziak says.”
Derek and Terri Telasco on the farm they say is ‘part of what we’re trying to protect.’
We got involved in the shale gas fight
when SWN Resources (Southwestern
Energy in the USA) knocked on our door
to invite us to their open house to “learn
about shale gas development”… That
day, St. Patrick’s Day, 2011, was when we
learned that we could be forced to live in
our very own “Gasland.”
Five months after we got active, The
Purple Violet Press [a blog that covers
the Telasco’s organizing] received an
anonymous email threatening to destroy

our reputations and credibility as “leaders in the NB anti-shale gas movement.”
Allegations were made that we were
involved in illegal activities… This, of
course, was not true.
Our assailant… wrote, “We will inflict
financial woe and unwanted stress
onto people that speak out against our
industry... We will basically destroy their
lives…” He gave us 48 hours to dismantle our website and Facebook group or it
was “game on”. At the 48 hour mark, our

website forum was hacked… Derek was
able to identify the location the email
was sent from and handed everything,
including the email in its entirety, over
to the RCMP [Royal Canadian Mounted
Police]. To date, the RCMP have failed
to respond to any of our complaints, but
they were seen throughout the summer
providing free security for the industry by
escorting their seismic testing convoys
around our province.

3

Guitarist John Trallo moved to
a spot in Sullivan County,
Pennsylvania about 30 miles from
Williamsport, because he wanted to lead
a quiet rural life. Instead, he found pressures and problems he didn’t experience
when he lived in Philadelphia:
Giokinetics had someone come around
last summer, and they wanted to do
seismic testing on my property and I told
them no. And they said, “Why the hell
not?” and I said, “Because I’m not interested in it. You’re not going to be doing
anything under my property, and
continued on page 5
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published a paper entitled, “Marcellus Natural Gas
Development’s Effect on Housing in Pennsylvania.”
According to Kolb, “You had an equilibrium
in housing that existed prior to the arrival of the
natural gas industry…we haven’t had economic
growth for some time, young people have left the
community… and because of that, there’s been no
need for new housing.” Williamsport had enough
vacancies and enough older housing stock that, Kolb
says, “We were known as an area where you could
find an inexpensive apartment.
No one, including the gas companies, knew that
great quantities of gas would be found nearby or
how quickly the impact would be felt locally. “In
terms of people beginning to see the effects that it
was having on housing… that was in the summer of
2010,” Williamson explained, but for “your typical
stakeholder, county planner, public official, etc., it
didn’t really start coming onto their radar until 2011
to see that it was something other than individual
anecdotal problems and something that would be
more widespread.”
Their report documents what happened next:
“Research for this study was conducted over the
summer of 2011… Social services agencies, in
particular, were very vocal that increasing rents
and the lack of available single family homes for
purchase were negatively impacting the counties’
residents. Some interviewees repeatedly used
the words ‘crisis situation.’ If the question had
been asked as to what would happen in their
communities if a major flood took out a significant
amount of existing housing stock, it is difficult
to imagine how the interviewees would have
responded. Sadly, this is exactly what happened.”
In September of 2011, flooding affected several
counties, including Lycoming, and a loss of housing
stock that might once have been offset by a surplus
of supply, instead created a situation that, for some,
was catastrophic. “People coming into the area
who want to buy a nice house,” Kolb noted, “they’re
moving into housing that’s not as nice, which puts
pressure on midrange professional people [to move]
back down into the substandards, which puts the
working poor out of that range…”
Professor Kolb said this in the simply
explanatory, unemotional and nonjudgmental way
of a scholar, but those of us who are not scholars
might do a double take. She was saying that, in
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Williamsport, a situation has developed where
working people with little money can’t even move
into substandard housing. Unfortunately, this would
not make Williamsport the only city where the
working poor are joining the ranks of the homeless,
but in Williamsport, it might be happening fast.
Neither Kolb nor Williamson was convinced
there was a lot of price gouging going on. “For
every story of that group, and clearly they exist,”
Williamson commented, “we also hear a story of
a person who says, ‘Look, I could be making more
money, and I’m not.’”
After we left the professors, I called a pastor who
worked with a program designed to help exactly
the kinds of people being pushed out the bottom
of the housing market. When I explained what we
were trying to do and some of the difficulties we had
encountered, he became the first person of the cloth,
out of the dozens I’ve worked with over the years,
to hang up on me. I did manage to get him back on
the phone, but he refused to be interviewed because,
he said, “It’s a real buzzsaw.” He never explained
what that meant.
That evening, we attended a meeting of the
Responsible Drilling Alliance (RDA), an eclectic
group united in its unhappiness with fracking. The
one person who mentioned a party affiliation was
a Republican. They were preparing for a public
hearing the next day on a proposed compressor
station that was going to be permitted to release
100,000 tons of C02e a year (CO2e is Carbon
Dioxide Equivalent Greenhouse Gas). That
sounded pretty bad, but we had other concerns.
For one thing, why did they have to be for
“responsible drilling” and not all-out against the

frackers, the way so many New Yorkers are. One
of the founders later told us that “even after having
spent thousands of hours online monitoring the
events in Texas, we were innocent of the real facts,”
that they had to deal with “conservative farmers
who had already leased and would not listen to a
strident message but would listen to environmental
concerns,” and that they felt “even at that early date
in the process, that stopping drilling was not an
obtainable goal.”
If it weren’t for the cautionary example of
Pennsylvania, few of us in New York would
understand the dangers either, but just the same,
this underscored a real cultural difference that has
developed between the two states. In New York,
“responsible drilling” is the slogan of people who
want fracking.
Barb Jarmoska, one of the group’s directors,
runs a natural foods store and also owns six rental
properties, so we were interested in what she could
tell us on that score.
“Most leases around
here are a one-year lease
for the first year, and after
that, thirty day notice by
either party.” This wasn’t a
problem when the housing
market was stable, but now
it was, perhaps, too easy to
put tenants out. Barb said,
“I have had people in tears Barb Jarmoska
on the phone saying that
they are living on the streets or they are moving
from couch to couch.”
“For the most part,” she said, “rents have tripled
in this area.” That’s an assessment on the high end
of what we heard from others, but not completely
out of line by any means. According to Barb,
people were even being formally evicted, with their
landlords going to court, but she hadn’t raised rents
on any of her tenants. Her most expensive rental
property – a three bedroom home with a fenced
back yard and a finished basement in Williamsport’s
best neighborhood – was still going for just $885 a
month.
Barb referred to Williamsport’s growing number
of homeless as “refugees in their own homeland,”
adding that, because the gas industry is just “at
maybe 4% of [projected] build out, if we don’t
continued on page 6
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my seismic
information is
part of my real
estate, and
that’s private
and I’m not
sharing it.” So
he says, “If
you don’t let
us on your property, how are we going to
get the gas? And if we don’t get the gas,
you’re not going to get paid.” I said, “Well,
I’m not expecting to get paid. You’re not
getting the gas. ” He says, “I’ll get you a
lease.” I said, “I don’t want one.” He said,
“Oh you’re one of those hold-outs.” I said,
“No, I’m not a hold-out. I’m one of those
not interested.” He says, “We see people
like you all the time. You’re nothing. You
know, you’re not going to stop us. We’re
going to get the gas here, whether you
say so or not.” I said, “Maybe you will,
maybe you won’t, but I’m not signing on
to this.”
He started getting a little bit rude. I
asked him to leave. He said that he
wasn’t leaving until he got my signature.

continued from page 4

I said, “Well you’re not getting it, so now
you can leave. I’ve already asked you
once or twice to get out of here. I’ve
told you I’m not interested. If you do not
leave, I will call the police and charge
you with trespassing.” He says, “Well,
I’ll tell you what. I’ll leave, but I’m glad
you told me that. Because now I know
your attitude that you think I’m trespassing… when I come back,” not if but when,
“maybe I won’t knock on your door,
maybe I’ll just take a little stroll through
your property and start taking some measurements, and maybe if you or some
whore wife or some pain in the ass kid
you got come running out of the house,
then maybe I’ll just think you’re going to
attack me and I’ll defend myself.”
At that point he opened up his jacket
and showed me his handgun, and he
says, “I’ll be glad to do that. I’ll be glad to
take you out. I’ll stick you in the ground
with the gas and maybe I’ll put a well
right through your house.” I went to
call the police. He jumped in his truck,
tore off. I got his license plate number,
turned it in to the state police. When

they got here, the state police wouldn’t
do anything. They said, “Well, there was
a threat, it was verbal. He showed you
a gun but didn’t point it at you or try to
shoot you, so it didn’t matter.”
I had another landman from Chief Oil
and Gas come around here and, I guess
this was about six or seven months ago.
He sat on my porch and gave the whole
sales pitch again, and I said, “Look I’m
not interested. I keep telling you guys,
stop bothering me. I don’t want to waste
your time I don’t want you wasting mine,
so just leave. You can do anything you
want, just leave.” He says, “I’m here to
do business. I’m here to make a deal. I’m
here to do a job.” I said, “Well, you’ve
done all the business you’re going to do,
now you have to leave,” and I’m trying
to close my storm door and he will not
let go of the storm door, and I say, if
you don’t take your hand off my door,
I’m going to remove your hand from the
door and I’m going to throw you off the
porch.” I said, “I told you nice and you’re
not listening.” [He starts to say] “Well, “I
gotta...”

Fine. I took his hand off the porch, I
dragged him by the head, and I threw
him off the porch. And I said, “Don’t
let me find you telling people I signed,
everybody signed, and getting my neighbors to sign on. Don’t use my name. If
you do, I’m going to have a problem.”
Now my next door neighbors are an
elderly couple, very, very nice people, salt
of the earth, not very worldly but good
hard working people. This land man drove
away. I guess he drove around the block,
came back ten minutes later. I saw him
park next door at my neighbors. And I
sort of try and look out for them. I walked
into their house and there he was sitting
at the table telling them that I signed. I
said to my neighbors, I said, “Look Carol,
do you want this guy out of your house?”
“Yes, please, we asked him to leave but
he insisted on talking to us…” I said,
“That’s it.” I got him and physically threw
him out of their house. That was the last
time I’ve seen him.
When he had finished telling this story,
Trallo spread his hands and said, “I’m a
guitar player. How did I get here?” NF
Winter 2012 | The No Frack Almanac | 5

continued from page 5

address this housing crisis, it’s only going to get
worse… I had never heard of the Marcellus shale in
2008 and here we are, three years later… We cannot
imagine what’s going to happen to this area.”
By this time it was getting late, so we headed
back to our motel, which, because we couldn’t
afford the now inflated rates in Williamsport, was
twenty miles away. The next morning, when I
woke up, I found yet another e-mail following up
on a previous discussion, but this time the writer
was from the RDA, and it was a little different.
This time the writer felt that, while it was right to
talk about Williamsport’s growing homelessness
problem, it would be really important if we could
“expose” the difficulties we had encountered,
because “this atmosphere of fear and intimidation
that accompanies the corruption and greed of gaso-mania is a horrendous situation to live under.”
Just the same, we still had to figure out how we
were going to be able to talk with people who were
actually suffering from the local housing crisis. We
drove back to Williamsport and, as we were driving
around looking for poor neighborhoods, we spotted
a health clinic.

We thought maybe someone there could
introduce us to a client who was having problems.
So we pulled into the parking lot, and just as we
emerged from our car, a mother and child came out
of the building.

The mother, whose name turned out to be Tia
Canney, agreed to talk with us. She said that, yes,
she was looking for a place, because the one she was
in now wasn’t big enough for her, her fiancée and
her three kids. She said she receives $550 a month
in “cash assistance” but that, “as many bedrooms as
I need for my family, the lowest I came across is like
$600. It’s really, really difficult for us to find a place.”
We asked her why she didn’t get one of those
good paying jobs with the gas companies, and
she said that she couldn’t because, “all of the gas
companies is like you [have to] have a GED or a
high school diploma and I don’t.” Why couldn’t her
fiancée get a job? “He has a pineal cyst on part of
his brain, and it’s really hard for him to work, [but]
they won’t classify him as disabled.” (According to
Wikipedia, most pineal cysts are asymptomatic, but
larger ones can cause “headaches, vertigo, nausea,
eye sensitivity, and ataxia,” ataxia being a loss of
muscle coordination.) They were still trying to
pursue disability, she said, but for now, they were
just lucky to be able to keep the place they were in.
We thanked her and headed inside to the clinic.
We asked to see whoever was in charge, but when
6 | The No Frack Almanac | Winter 2012

the woman in the front office saw my No Frack
Almanac card, she started forcefully saying that we
had no right to drag them into a controversial issue,
and that we shouldn’t have conducted an interview
on their property. (I’m not entirely the shy, quiet
type, so I told her I thought she and other folks
around there were in denial about the conditions
they were living under and made a no doubt
unflattering comparison between Williamsport and
Stalin’s Russia.)
Back on the street, we gave up on getting any sort
of official help for our endeavor, so we headed to the
heart of the downtown and just started talking with
people waiting for busses or otherwise hanging out
at the bus station.

This turned out to work a lot better, proving
that, so far, the ordinary citizens of Williamsport are
not afraid of some local Kindhearted Gas Bureau
(or KGB), but then again, everything that’s already
happened there to destroy free speech has happened
in just two years.
The first person we approached was Herbert
Tuck (that’s his picture on the cover). He told us
that he was on disability (meaning that governmentappointed doctors had certified him as being unable
to work), that he got $700 a month, and that the
local social service agencies hadn’t been able to help
him. “Right now,” he said, “I’m staying with my
sister. I’m sleeping on her couch, and I’m trying
to find a place that I can afford… People don’t
disrespect me, but they want money.” At least, he
was able to laugh at that.
Next, we spoke with Navarro Adams, who told
us, “They’re throwing people out of their places that
have been there for ten or fifteen years, just so they
can grab the gas money. I’ve seen this. I know this
for a fact.”

He, himself, wasn’t having trouble with his
housing at the moment, though he did allow as to
how, despite his best efforts, he was “always late with
the rent.” Beyond that, he was suffering from the
gas boom in other ways. “The price of food went up
since the gas guys been here for the last two years.
I seen a loaf of bread for a dollar sixty-nine two
months ago, now it’s two sixty-nine. I almost had
a heart attack… They won’t adjust the pay rate. I
make $7.25 at one job and $8.60 at another, and it’s
still bad. As far as the gas guys up here, they’re the
only ones getting rich.”
We asked him why didn’t he get a job with the gas
companies himself? “I put in for those companies,
but I don’t have a driver’s license, so that stops me

from getting a job there. If you don’t own a car, you
can’t get where you’ve got to go, so you’re screwed…
You know, it’s a blessing for some people, but for
others, it’s a curse.”
We walked past the Salvation Army and were
happily surprised to find that Captain James Kisser
would talk with us.

He wasn’t reticent, but unfortunately, he
couldn’t tell us much, because he hadn’t been in
Williamsport for very long. He did say that, during
his tenure, they had “serviced more families with
Christmas food, with toys for Christmas, but what
that’s attributable to, I don’t know.”
We went back to the bus station, where we met
Jim Laverty.

We asked him if he had really been a POW like it
said on his hat, and he said, “I was a POW for almost
four years in Hanoi.” He said he was living “on
retirement [Social Security] and I get a VA pension.”
His wife still worked at a clothing distribution
warehouse, but he couldn’t work anymore because,
“I have pretty bad heart disease.”
He too had had housing trouble. “I was in a
place for eight years, and we had a notice that we
had to move because they were going to renovate
the apartments and rent to the gas people… I was
paying almost $400 a month. The rent went up
from $400 to $900.” Fortunately, he was able to find
another place. “I knew the people, so that kind of
helps.”
He also said that he knew the Finger Lakes, where
we’re from. “I drove truck up to Watkins Glen. I
liked the area.”
We said we liked Pennsylvania too. He thought
about this for a moment and said, “Stay away.” We
asked him why, and he said, “We have things here
in this town, it’s a big homeless problem. [A town]
the size of Williamsport should not have a homeless
problem… It’s sickening to see kids her age” he
nodded toward Liz, our photographer (and my
daughter), who is in her 20’s. “Kids like that, they
shouldn’t be homeless, and I think it’s to do with the
gas people. In fact, I’m 90% sure it is, because this
all just started coming about here, well, [when] they
started moving in.”
By this time, we had to take our leave of
Williamsport, but I had one interview left to do,
with Joe Walker, the pastor of Freedom House
Community Worship Center and the dean of antipoverty activists in Williamsport. He was away in
Florida at the time of our visit, so I reached him by
continued on page 7
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phone and found he had a very different take on
Williamsport from anything we’d heard so far.
“It doesn’t hurt anyone to acknowledge what’s
going on,” he said, ”I think it can only help when
the word is gotten out that there’s a homeless
situation and we need to do something about
it.” Then again, his sharpest words weren’t for the
gas companies. He said that he had relatives who
had “taken advantage of it and made an uplift in
their lives…As long as the environmental issues are
taken care of, there’s nothing wrong with the gas
companies coming in.” ”
His sharpest words were for Williamsport itself.
“The gas companies did not in no wise cause the
homeless situation in Williamsport. They added
to it [but] they did not cause it. The homeless
situation of Williamsport was here before the gas
companies came.” There was, he said, “a very long
history of this community being negative against
helping poor people. People don’t like my verbiage
relating this information, but it’s the truth.”
For Walker, the issue of poverty in Williamsport
is inextricably bound up with the issue of race.
“They’re failing the black community. The reason
I say ‘black community’ is because it’s the poorest
community in Williamsport.”
Pastor Walker would hardly be one to back up
the claim that the local school system serves children
without prejudice. Going back more than a decade,
when he was particularly active on this issue, he
recalls that, “we had over 20% that were AfricanAmericans in the Williamsport School system [but
by] graduation we lost over 75% of those students…
They may have been more needy, and our system
just was not ready for that.”
Pastor Walker, who is also one of the head
chaplains in the Pennsylvania prison system, is a big
believer that alternatives are possible. “Help these
people help their children, and it’s going to save the
community… not leaving a person behind is a good
motto.”
The most stunning thing Pastor Walker told us,
though, concerned his estimate of how many people
had been hurt by what he called the “downswings”
associated with “a financial growth situation.”
Though he was careful to say that he did not have
official statistics in front of him, his “guesstimation”
of how many people in Williamsport had become
worse off with the arrival of the gas boom was in
the “7000-8000” range, or maybe about 20% of the
city’s expanded population. Since, in all likelihood,
there are many people in Williamsport who are not
affected one way or the other, this raises the question
as to whether the gas boom is hurting more people
than it is helping, but who knows?
Neither Pastor Walker nor anyone else can say for
sure. It’s just one of the many issues about fracking
that was never investigated, much less resolved,
before the flood gates were opened. What we can
say for sure is that the gas industry’s claims about

bringing general prosperity are without foundation
and cannot be taken at face value.
As someone who has eaten in soup kitchens,
talked all night with homeless people, been inside
shelters and homeless camps, I know that what
Pastor Walker says about race is true. But it also
may be true that he overestimates the uniqueness
of Williamsport in this respect. It doesn’t matter
how much racial progress you think we have
made in this country (and I, for one, think we’ve
made a lot), who you think is to blame for racial
tensions or what you think ought to be done about
it. It’s just a fact that whenever you visit poor
communities in America, you find people of color
disproportionately represented. And that’s the
problem. Fracking doesn’t happen to saints. It
happens to Americans. And if fracking comes to
New York, even if you believe it will energize our
best dreams for the future, it will also, inevitably,
energize our worst nightmares from the past.
That’s very serious, but after visiting
Williamsport, we came away feeling that the worst
thing about fracking isn’t the problems it creates but

the way it prevents solutions. In a way, the situation
with fracking above the ground eerily parallels
the situation below the ground. In both cases,
enormous pressures rip open existing fractures,
releasing flammable vapors. There are uses for the
vapors that come from below the ground, but the
vapors generated above the ground interfere with
the healthy breathing of society and threaten a
possible explosion.
The gas companies promote themselves as the
patriotic alternative to importing foreign oil. Even
leaving aside the fact that America’s natural gas
will be exported to fuel the American jobs that are
also being shipped abroad, there’s nothing patriotic
about the suppressive environment we found in
Williamsport. Our founding fathers created the
framework for a society where issues could be
debated openly and decided by the people, but what
we found in Williamsport is a community where
democracy is vanishing faster than vacant housing.
To put it simply, from what we saw, fracking is
incompatible with freedom. NF

If you want to learn more, you might want to watch the documentary,
“Gasland” or visit any of these web sites: gasfreeseneca.com
foodandwaterwatch.org
shaleshock.org
catskillmountainkeeper.org
waterdefense.org
un-naturalgas.org
psehealthyenergy.org
fractracker.org

Learn
more!!!

IT’S A WACKY-FRACKY

WORLD!

• TALK ABOUT SLINGING MUD!
In 2006, after an exploratory gas well was drilled, a “mud volcano”
erupted on the island of Java, displacing thousands of people,
swamping businesses, and creating a mud lake so big it can be seen
from space. The mud is still flowing today, and scientists say it may
keep flowing for another 25 years!
• NO MATTER HOW MUCH YOU SCRATCH YOUR HEAD, YOU CAN’T DIG
TO CHINA: Responding to an “independent” report it paid for, energy
firm Caudrilla concluded that yes, it was “highly probable” that its
frack wells caused earth tremors in Britain, but it was “unlikely to
occur again” and even if it did, “the maximum seismic event does
not present a risk,” so it’s okay to resume drilling.
• NO WONDER AFRICA IS UNDERDEVELOPED: Facing fierce opposition generated by concerns about contaminating sparse water supplies, the South African government has instituted a moratorium on
fracking in the country’s Karoo region.
• THE IRISH MUST REALLY BE TIRED OF BLOWING THINGS UP: With
the support of several political parties, including Sinn Fein, the
Northern Ireland Assembly has voted in favor of a moratorium on
fracking.
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Two Simple Questions About the DEC
If either fracking or massive salt-dome gas storage comes to New York, the New York State Department of Environmental
Conservation, or DEC, will be responsible for protecting our state and its people. In this regard, we have two simple questions:

1. Can the DEC do the job?
2. Will the DEC tell the truth?
We believe these are not just fair but crucial questions, and we believe that the items gathered here go a long way toward providing
answers:

1

PREPARED FROM DEC DATA BY KAREN EDELSTEIN

Three examples of what the New
York State government wants you
to know and doesn’t want you to
know:
Excerpts from an internal memo, written
by then DEC Commissioner Pete
Grannis, that was leaked to the press in
October of 2010:

“This combination of severe resource limitations
and increased responsibilities has had a drastic
impact – fundamentally compromising the Department’s responsibilities to preserve the state’s
environment, protect human health and meet its
obligations to the public... We are now responding to and cleaning-up fewer petroleum spills.
Our inspections and enforcement activities in all
programs have dwindled – e.g. hazardous waste, air
emissions, wastewater discharges, dam safety, mining and drilling safety... There is less oversight of
mine safety and oil and gas drilling, and efforts to
plug leaking abandoned wells have been cut...
“...the cuts have draconian impacts and create severe challenges in every program...DEC is
in the weakest position that it has been in since it
was created 40 years ago. The staffing and funding losses over the past 2.5 years, combined with
increased legislative mandates from the federal
government and State Legislature, have created the
perfect management storm. Many of our programs are hanging by a thread. The public would
be shocked to learn how thin we are in many
areas... we are unable to meet the expectations of
both the regulated community and the public with
respect to countless activities.
“...the risks to human health have already
increased due to cuts to certain environmental
quality programs, and especially to enforcement
activities related to pollution sources...”
Grannis was fired two days after this memo was
published.

2

An Interview with Emily Desantis, the
DEC’s Assistant Director for Public
Information, recorded at the Forum
Theater in Binghamton, between the two
sessions of the DEC public hearings there on
December 17, 2011:
NFA: When we spoke last, you were explaining
that the reason why New York and Syracuse are
exempted from, may be exempted from fracking
in the new regulations, is because they don’t have
sediment filters. Is that correct?
ED: Well, yeah, they’re two of the only unfiltered public water supplies in the state and because
of that they’re reviewed on a five-year basis by EPA
to make sure that they still meet the standards to
keep that unfiltered standard, I guess, and the reason we have proposed to ban hydraulic fracturing
those areas is because with industrial activity there
is activity like building roads, clearing land, you
know, there’s water runoff that could have sedi8 | The No Frack Almanac | Winter 2012

This map shows the distribution of the known oil and gas wells abandoned in New York State. Gas and fluids from nearby
fracking operations can potentially migrate through these abandoned wells into the water table or up to the surface. As
can be seen from this chart, many abandoned wells are located in the Southern Tier, the first area in New York likely to be
targeted for fracking.

ment and dirt in it that can get into those water
supplies and they don’t have the ability to filter
that stuff out because they’re an unfiltered water
supply.
NFA: Now the thing is that private wells, private
spring fed systems, hundreds of thousands of
people in the fracking areas, potentially, don’t have
filtration on their systems, so how does the issue
of sediment filtration explain why New York and
Syracuse are protected and the other areas which
also have no filtration are not?
ED: Well, like I said, that’s why we’re here today.
We’re getting the public’s comments and we’ll be
looking at them and reviewing them as we make
changes to the final proposal and the final SGEIS
[Supplemental Generic Environmental Impact
Statement], and that’s something that we’ll certainly consider when we’re looking at the final
comments.
NFA: How did sediment get into it in the first
place? If it’s not, in other words, everybody, a lot
of people want to know why New York and Syracuse are getting separate treatment, if the sediment
doesn’t explain it, because there’s people without
sediment filters elsewhere ED: I’m not going to go back and forth with
you right now because you’ll probably want to
talk with one of, you know, our folks who’s more
attuned with the science of the program, but you
know, I’ve given you our basic information already,
and so if you want to follow up with me you can.
NFA: Okay. How much internal dissension is
there in the DEC?
ED: I’m not quite sure NFA: Does everybody in the DEC agree with

everything the DEC does or are there differences of
opinion that are voiced within it?
ED: I’m not really sure what your question is
getting at. I speak for the opinion of the DEC. I
can’t speak for all of its individual employees
NFA: Do you know many of its individual
employees?
ED: I work there, yes. I’m not going to personally say what people’s personal views are. I speak
for the position of the department and that’s all I
can speak to.
NFA: Do you have a procedure within the department, which would be a matter of policy then,
for gaining the views and differences of opinion
within the department?
ED: There are procedures in everything that we
do, whether there’s been a lot of different departments involved in coming up with what is in the
SGEIS. You know, we have our water division, our
minerals division our fish and wildlife people have
been part of it, so there’s a lot of different divisions
that have been part of developing the SGEIS.
NFA: If there was dissent within the DEC, how
would anybody know it?
ED: I’m not really quite sure where your questions are going. I mean, I’m speaking for the Department. I don’t know, I don’t know where, where
you’re coming along with this.
NFA: Still, there’s an impression that this is a
decision, all of this is done from the top down.
ED: You know, today we’re here to talk about
the public hearings and what’s going into these
types of questions, you and I should probably talk
at another time.

continued on page 9
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These 2011 photos are of a wellhead near Auburn, NY, that was abandoned after conventional drilling by Chesapeake Energy,
which also wants to frack in New York State.
Wellheads like this give us some indication of how good a job government and industry have done cleaning up previous
waves of drilling, and thus, how much they can be relied on to clean up after fracking, if we allow it to take place. The DEC
acknowledges that New York currently has at least 17,574 abandoned wells. An official DEC document, published in 2006,
asserted that, “More than 600 abandoned wells are on the DEC priority plugging list,” but when a Freedom Of Information
request was filed, the DEC admitted that it actually knew of 4,721 deteriorating abandoned wells with priority status. Since
4,721 is “more than 600,” the DEC technically told the truth, but it is also true that the DEC has no idea where thousands
more abandoned wells are located, and other investigators have come up with much higher estimates for the actual number
of abandoned wells in bad condition.
These are excerpts from an article by Nicholas Kusnetz, published in Scientific American on April 4th, 2011:
Government reports have warned for decades that abandoned wells can provide pathways for oil, gas or brine-laden water
to contaminate groundwater supplies or to travel up to the surface. Abandoned wells have polluted the drinking
water source for Fort Knox, KY, and leaked oil into water wells in Ohio and Michigan. Similar problems
have occurred in Texas, New York, Colorado and other states where drilling has occurred...In the last decade, New York has
managed to plug only about 125 of its estimated 40,000 deteriorating wells.

continued from page 8

3

Excerpts from a statement on behalf of
the 1,774 members of the professional,
technical and scientific staff union at the
DEC read by Stephanie Low at the November 30, 2011, DEC public hearing in NYC.
“The point PEF/encon [Public Employees Federation/NYS Department of Environmental Conservation] wishes to make loud and clear today is
that the 25% reduction in existing staff at DEC has
crippled our ability to carry out all existing regulatory and statutory responsibilities assigned to our
agency.

“There is NO FRACKING WAY we can presently, honestly and adequately add any new responsibility as labor-intensive as regulating, monitoring
and inspection activities related to high-volume
hydraulic fracturing of natural gas. DEC would
also be hard pressed to provide adequate emergency remedial response in cleanup assistance for a
major accident of any kind. Till there are adequate
staffing resources available, the moratorium [on
fracking] should be extended.” NF

Stephanie Low’s testimony is online at:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xSiCC3QmTk0

TwoGoatsBrewing.com
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The amount of
money spent by
the natural gas
industry to achieve
its goals is simply
staggering.
According to the New York Times, this
includes more than $3 million spent
lobbying in New York State alone.
And according to Common Cause, the
natural gas industry has spent more
than $747 million lobbying Congress
and $20.5 million in campaign
contributions to members of Congress
over the past ten years, plus an
additional $1.34 million in campaign
contributions to New York State
legislators over the last four years.
These figures don’t even include the
industry’s massive advertising budget.
We present here a list of recent
(2010-2011) gas-industry-related
campaign contributions to a single
Congressman, Tom Reed, of New
York’s 29th CD, which runs across the
Southern Tier from Elmira almost to
Jamestown, an area likely to be the site
of fracking, if fracking is permitted
in New York State. The 29th CD also
includes the site of Inergy’s proposed
gas storage facility. Tom Reed has
endorsed both fracking and Inergy’s
gas storage plan. He has written, “It
is time that our leaders move forward
with natural gas development…”
and “I believe that the facility on the
western side of Seneca Lake can be
used as a viable space to store liquid
petroleum gas…”
We have included in this list
contributions not just from gas
companies, but also rail and freight
companies that might have an interest
in transporting gas, as well as law
firms and others with a possible
financial stake in gas development.
These figures come from the Federal
Election Commission, which does not
monitor contributions to “Superpacs,”
independent political committees not
directly tied to candidates, but which
might spend money to support them
nonetheless.
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AGL Resources PAC (natural gas marketing and distribution) - $1000, 9/21/11
Akin Gump Straus Hauer & Feld PAC (law firms with ties to the gas industry) - $1000, 3/28/11
Alliant Energy Employees PAC (sells electricity and natural gas) - $1000, 3/27/11
American Gas Association PAC - $1,000, 9/23/11
Apache Corporation PAC (oil and gas exploration)- $1000, 4/26/11
Arkansas Best Corp. PAC (trucking) $2000, 4/8/11
Association of American Railroads PAC - $1,000.00, 4/1/2011
BNSF (Burlington Northern Santa Fe) Railway PAC - $2,000, 4/6/11
BNSF (Burlington Northern Santa Fe) Railway PAC - $5,000, 9/13/11
Bracepac (law firm with major oil and gas clients) - $1000, 10/12/11
Centerpoint Energy, Inc. PAC (natural gas distribution) - $117, 11/28/11
Centerpoint Energy, Inc. PAC (natural gas distribution) - $374, 11/28/11
Centerpoint Energy, Inc. PAC (natural gas distribution) - $1000, 11/29/11
CH2M Hill Companies PAC (build power plants) - $1000, 8/24/11
Chesapeake Energy Corp. PAC (fracking company) - $2500, 3/2/10
Chesapeake Energy Corp. PAC (fracking company) - $2500, 9/14/10
Chevron Employees PAC - $1000, 11/29/11
Committee on Pipe and Tube Imports PAC - $500, 6/22/11
Conoco Philips Spirit PAC - $1000, 6/21/11
AMAZING
Conoco Philips Spirit PAC - $1000, 9/1/11
FACT
Conoco Philips Spirit PAC - $1000, 10/24/11
In 2004, when an EPA pa
nel
CSX Corp Good Government Fund (railroad) - $2000, 6/1/11
concluded that fracking
po
sed
Dominion PAC (natural gas transmission) - $1000, 3/25/11
“little or no threat ” to
drinking
Dominion PAC (natural gas transmission) - $1000, 9/28/11
water, at least five of
th
e
panel’s
DTE Energy (sells natural gas) - $1000, 9/28/10
seven members had tie
s to the
Exelon Corp PAC (natural gas distribution) - $1000, 9/27/11
gas industry, including
employExxon Mobil PAC - $3000, 9/29/10
ees of BP Amoco, th
Exxon Mobil PAC - $2500, 3/30/11
e Gas
Technology
Exxon Mobil PAC - $1000, 10/26/11
Institute
and Haliburton!
First Energy Corp. PAC - $1000, 9/29/11
Fluor Corp PAC (builds gas-fueled power plants) - $2500, 10/4/11
Fluor Corp PAC (builds gas-fueled power plants) - $2500, 5/12/11
Grand Trunk Rail – Illinois Central Rail PAC - $500.00, 4/7/11
Haliburton Co. PAC - $2500, 4/18/11
Holland & Knight Comm. For Effective Gov’t (legal services to gas companies) - $500, 11/29/10
Honeywell International PAC (Oil & Gas Refining) - $5000, 3/24/11
Honeywell International PAC (Oil & Gas Refining) - $2000, 7/15/11
Interstate Natural Gas Assoc. PAC - $1000, 11/15/2011
IPAA Wildcatters Fund (Independent Petroleum Assoc. of America) - $5000, 9/10/10
IPAA Wildcatters Fund (Independent Petroleum Assoc. of America) - $1000, 5/3/11
K&L Gates PAC (law firm representing gas industry) - $1000, 10/18/11
Kelley Drye and Warren PAC (law firm representing gas industry) - $1000, 6/23/11
Koch Industries PC (refining and natural gas commodities trading) - $2500, 4/14/10\
Koch Industries PC (refining and natural gas commodities trading) - $2500, 8/19/10
Marathon Oil Co. PAC - $1000, 10/20/10
National Fuel Gas PAC - $1000, 6/21/10
National Fuel Gas PAC - $1000, 10/21/10
National Fuel Gas PAC - $1000, 3/28/11
National Grid USA PAC (distribution of natural gas) - $500, 10/22/10
National Grid USA PAC (distribution of natural gas) - $1000, 9/15/11
National Petrochemical & Refiners Assoc PAC - $1000, 10/27/11
National Stone Sand & Gravel Assoc ROCKPAC (sand is used in fracking) - $1000, 9/16/10
National Stone Sand & Gravel Assoc ROCKPAC (sand is used in fracking) - $1000, 10/7/10
National Stone Sand & Gravel Assoc ROCKPAC (sand is used in fracking) - $1000, 4/14/11
NextEra Energy, Inc. PAC (markets natural gas) - $1000, 10/13/11
Nisource Inc PAC (distributes natural gas) - $1000, 9/19/11
Nixon Peabody PAC (law firm representing natural gas companies) - $1000, 3/26/10
Nixon Peabody PAC (law firm representing natural gas companies) - $1000, 8/18/10
Norfolk Southern Good Gov’t Fund (railroad) - $2000, 9/30/10
Norfolk Southern Good Gov’t Fund (railroad) - $2000, 3/9/11
Northeast Utilities Employee PAC - $1000, 9/28/11
Owner-Operator Independent Drivers Assoc. PAC - $500, 9/23/10
Owner-Operator Independent Drivers Assoc. PAC - $2500, 3/11/11
Pioneer Natural Gas Resources USA PAC - $750, 10/15/10
Powerpac of the Edison Electric Institute - $1000, 9/21/11
Southern Co. Employees PAC (natural gas power generation) - $1000, 9/29/11
The American Electric Power Committee for Resp. Gov’t - $1000, 9/20/11
The Williams Companies PAC (natural gas exploration) - $1000, 11/14/11
Trucking PAC - $1000, 5/27/10
Trucking PAC - $1000, 6/10/11
Union Pacific Corp Fund for Effective Gov’t - $1000, 8/30/10
Union Pacific Corp Fund for Effective Gov’t - $2000, 4/6/11
Wexler and Walker Public Policy Assoc. PAC (lobbyists for the gas industry) - $500, 9/9/11
Winstead PC PAC (law firm with natural gas industry connections) - $500, 11/28/11
XCEL Energy Employees PAC (electricity and natural gas suppliers) - $1000, 9/28/11

A few chosen words...
“The EPA’s announcement is irresponsible and leads us to call into question its motives.”
—Bruce Hinchey, president of the Petroleum Association of Wyoming, responding to a preliminary report from
the EPA linking fracking to the contamination of an aquifer.

“Nearly 40% of Pennsylvania’s globally rare and Pennsylvania threatened species can be found in
areas with high potential for Marcellus gas development…A handful of rare species have most or
all of their known locations in high potential areas for Marcellus gas development. For example,
three-fourths of all known snow trillium populations are in high potential Marcellus development
areas as are all known populations for the green salamander.”
—The Pennsylvania Nature Conservancy

“My advice to anybody dealing with the gas industry: Sell your whole place, get the hell out.”
—Texas farmer Dick Ross, who says that when the wind blows from the nearby solid-drilling-waste dumpsite, it
strips the paint off his house.

“[T]he national consumer advocacy group Food & Water Watch today asked New York Governor
Andrew Cuomo to disclose his live-in girlfriend’s connections to the oil and gas industry.”
—July, 2011 Food & Water Watch press release.

“In the United States, where the water-intensive drilling technique of fracking was invented, the
government is taking a lead role in supporting the dissemination of the technology abroad…Over
the past three years, President Obama has promoted shale gas during visits to China, India and
Poland…
Some economists… note that local residents — Who bear the brunt of the air pollution, potential water contamination from spills or underground seepage, and truck traffic that come with
drilling — may see few benefits.
“These projects have already started causing steep inflation in costs of local housing and services, and except for the lucky few who get temporary construction jobs, the economic conditions
for local communities can actually get worse,” said Doug Norlen, policy director of Pacific Environment, an advocacy and research organization…” —New York Times, December 31, 2011
“The suspicion is that the earthquakes are not naturally occurring. They are induced.”
—Mike Hanson of the Ohio Department of Natural resources commenting on the 4.0 magnitude New Year’s
Eve earthquake, which led to a suspension of brine injection at a well west of Youngstown.

RED NEWT CELLARS
WINERY

BISTRO

3675 Tichenor Road
Hector, NY 14841
(607) 546-4100 | rednewt.com

FRACK

specializing in graphic design
and marketing since 1999

westhillgraphics.com
newsletters | brochures | reports | logos | books | promos | and more

“Complete evidence regarding health impacts of gas drilling cannot be obtained due to incomplete testing and disclosure of chemicals, and nondisclosure agreements. Without rigorous scientific studies, the gas drilling boom sweeping the world will remain an uncontrolled health experiment on an enormous scale.”
—Bamberger & Oswald, New Solutions, a Journal of Environmental and Occupational Health, volume 22.

“Fracking needs to be ripped out of regulatory law and controlled by defining law... When the
people of a state find an activity unacceptable, they make it a crime and establish punishment
commensurate to the crime. High Volume Horizontal Slick Water Hydro-fracking is killing trees,
cats, horses, wild animals and people in Pennsylvania, Colorado and other states. This is criminal behavior by any civilized standard...The human beings responsible should be stripped of the
corporate shield and made accountable.”
—November 6, 2011, testimony of Joan Walker Wasylyk on behalf of Frack Busters NY, to NYS Assembly Committee on Environmental Conservation. NF
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Who Do You Trust?
Inergy has made many statements to dismiss concerns about the salt cavern gas storage facility it proposes to construct in Reading,
on the west shore of Seneca Lake. We present below some of Inergy’s statements as well as evidence from other sources, which
seem to cast Inergy’s assurances in a questionable light.

1

From the Inergy handout, “Answers to
Frequently Asked Questions or Concerns”:
“Studies have shown that salt caverns, like those
in which Finger Lakes* proposes to store LPG,
provide ideal conditions for LPG storage.” [* “Finger
Lakes” is short for Finger Lakes LPG Storage, LLC, a
subsidiary of Inergy]
From “An Appraisal of Underground Gas Storage
Technologies and Incidents, For the Development of
Risk Assessment Methodology,” British Geological
Survey, 2008, p. 115:
“The majority of problems have occurred at salt cavern
storage facilities (27), where 9 have led to fatalities,
injuries or the evacuation of people and 10 have been
accompanied by an explosion and/or fire… causes
have been related to human error, poor management
or operational practices, utilisation of existing and
inappropriate brine caverns, poor forward planning,
a lack of due diligence by the storage company or
operator, or a combination of these factors.”
From “Gas Storage and Single Point Failure Risk” by
John Hopper, president of Falcon Gas (then one of
Inergy’s competitors), published circa 2004:
“According to the Energy Information Administration,
there were 407 underground natural gas storage
facilities in operation in the United States in 2002,
of which… 29, or 7%, were salt cavern facilities…
Statistically, the odds are remote that single-point
failures involving natural gas storage facilities can
produce the kind of catastrophic losses such as what
occurred at Moss Bluff. Be that as it may, they have
happened before. In every case, however, a salt cavern
facility was the culprit…
“The fact is that salt cavern gas storage poses
substantially different developmental and operational
risks… While single-point failures are not all that
unusual in the gas storage business, what is unusual
about the events that transpired at the Moss Bluff,
Brenham, Barber’s Hill, West Hackberry, Yaggy,
Napoleonville and Eminence salt cavern storage
facilities is the magnitude of loss caused by failure of
a single piece of equipment. In each of these cases,
the failure of a single valve, wellhead, packer, joint of
casing or the structural integrity of the salt cavern itself
caused a catastrophic loss.”

2

From the Inergy handout, “Answers to
Frequently Asked Questions or Concerns”:
“With the design of the brine pond [used in
conjunction with the gas storage facility], a
failure and subsequent release of the brine to the
environment in significant quantities is very unlikely
to occur. As part of its Operations, Maintenance and
Contingency Plan, Finger Lakes will have systems
in place to readily identify any potential leaks in the
double liner system.”
From “In The Matter of Inergy Propane, LLC, LLC,
Respondent, Docket No. CWA-01-2008-0108…
CONSENT AGREEMENT AND FINAL ORDER FOR
CLASS II CIVIL PENALTY UNDER SECTION 311
(b)(6)(ii) of THE CLEAN WATER ACT” [2008]
“The regional administrator of the United States
Environmental Protection Agency, Region I (“EPA”),
issues this Consent Agreement and Final Order
(“CAFO”) to Inergy Propane, LLC (“Respondent”).
EPA alleges that Respondent violated Section 311(j) of
the Clean Water Act... The parties agree to resolve this
matter by the issuance of this CAFO… Complainant
proposes, and Respondent consents to the assessment
of a total combined civil penalty of ONE-HUNDRED
FIFTY-SEVEN THOUSAND FIVE-HUNDRED
DOLLARS ($157,500) for all four facilities.” [emphasis
in original]
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3

From the Inergy Handout “Finger Lakes LPG
Storage Project – Let’s Talk Facts Not Fiction”
“Regular inspections of the Watkins Glen Gorge
Bridge conducted by Norfolk Southern confirm
that the bridge does not have any structural concerns,
nor does it have any freight traffic restrictions.”
From the January 5, 2012, Ithaca Journal:
“A train derailed around 6:30 p.m. at the Dresser Rand
plant in Painted Post… Dave Pidgeon, manager of
public relations for Norfolk Southern, said six cars of
the 74-car B&H train derailed. They were on a B&H
track that is maintained by Norfolk Southern…
Three of the six cars were loaded with propane…
Norfolk Southern was in the news in November when
a rail car derailed and overturned… City officials were
angry that Norfolk Southern failed to notify them of
the derailment.”
From OSHA Regional News Release, Region 4, August
9, 2011:
“Norfolk Southern Railway Co. has been ordered by

4

the U.S. Department of Labor’s Occupational Safety
and Health Administration to pay a former employee
$122,199 in compensatory and punitive damages
as well as reasonable attorney’s fees. The company
violated the employee’s rights under the whistleblower
provisions of the Federal Railroad Safety Act by
terminating the employee for reporting an on-thejob injury in 2009…the company also successfully
intimidated other employees from reporting on-thejob injuries. This “chilling effect” allowed Norfolk
Southern to maintain the appearance of an exemplary
safety record…”
From a Teamsters Union press release, August 17.
2011:
“We at the BMWED [Brotherhood of Maintenance
of Way Employees Division of the International
Brotherhood of Teamsters] are pleased that OSHA
finally exposed how Norfolk Southern maintains its
alleged ‘safety record’ through fear and coercion,” said
BMWED President Freddie N. Simpson.

“Based on the historic earthquake and seismic data, there are no risks involved at the site
with earthquakes within 1/2 mile of any of [the proposed storage caverns].”
Finger Lakes LPG Storage Facility [Inergy] Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement p. 67

The map below is based on data compiled in 1978 by the Stone and Webster Engineering Corporation for the US Department of
Energy. Because they occur closer to the surface, strike-slip faults can do more damage than earthquakes of similar magnitude
deeper in the ground. After analyzing this fault and other data, the Department of Energy decided that the safety of the formation
was not certain enough to permit the storage of nuclear waste.

